
 

section or algebra II on the math sections of 
the PSAT. Essentially, if you prepare for the 
SAT, you will be overly prepared for the PSAT.   
The first SAT of the school year is offered on 
the first Saturday of October. And the PSAT is 
offered during the 3rd week of October 
(depending on your school).  If you prepare 
for the SAT between now and early October, 
you will be ready for both tests! 
By taking the SAT and PSAT within a two-
week span in October, you will have jumped 
two major hurdles of high school. While most 
high school counselors advise juniors to take 
the SAT in late spring, there is no reason to 
wait. You may have AP exams and finals in 
May and June, so why stress yourself out by 
taking the SAT then too? October of junior 
year is a perfectly acceptable time to take the 
SAT. 
  
It does not seem possible that another 
school year has come and almost gone. I 
do hope your child has not only enjoyed 
the year but has grown in many areas. 
  
Relax. That's the main reason of summer 
break! Relax and recharge. Summer will 
go by faster than you think! 
Sleep an extra hour, or so. You won't 
have to wake up at the crack of dawn to 
catch the bus, so make up a couple of 
much needed hours of sleep. 
Read. Go on and get your summer reading 
over with. You won't be cramming the 
week before, if you do it now. 
Go on bike rides, or go walking. The days 
are longer now, so you have more sun-
light to do more outdoor things. 

Parents and students, the end of the year 
is just around the corner!  We still have 
testing going on until the end of May. 

Parents please, if you have not registered 
your child already; do so immediately to 
secure their spot.  I do not suggest wait-
ing until the last minute.  Even though 
your child has been accepted, if you do 
not register in time, your spot will be 
given to someone on the waiting list.   
For the incoming 6th graders, the change 
of classes and schedules may seem over-
whelming at first, but the kids acclimate 
themselves very quickly. Their schedules 
will be different from what they are ac-
customed to in elementary school.  How-
ever, we hold assemblies at the begin-
ning of the year to help them get orga-
nized for block scheduling and the rest of 
the school year. We also have security 
and staff in the hallways to help the stu-
dents navigate their way throughout the 
school. 
As always, I would like to thank each of 
you who volunteered or who have 
helped the school in any way this year! 
Schools rely upon their communities to 
support them, and, without the various 
support efforts of each and every one of 
you, we would not have been able to 
continue to offer our students the myriad 
of opportunities that we have this year. I 
have often said, our children continue to 
be academically, socially and emotionally 
richer because of the efforts of so many 
of you. Thank you so very much. 
  
FOR OUR JUNIORS, VERY IMPORTANT:  
It pays to study over the summer. Studying 

for standardized tests during your summer 
vacation could lead to a big payoff in schol-
arship money towards your college educa-
tion. While you may see a disconnect 
between the PSAT and the SAT, you will 
soon learn that studying for the SAT can 
cover all the bases. You can study at 
www.collegeboard.com through your 
account or on Study Island, they have ACT 
and SAT prep. For those of you needing 
help passing the Algebra 1 EOC, Study 
Island also has Algebra review. 
 
Also, JUNIORS AND PARENTS, they MUST 
have taken a virtual school course in order 
to graduate. Please make sure, if they have 
not already done so, that they enroll and 
take a class online through Florida Virtual 
BEFORE they start their senior year. This 
would be one less requirement for them to 
worry about and they will be able to at-
tend all activities and events if this is in 
place, along with other graduation require-
ments.  
  
Studying for the PSAT Prepares You for 
the SAT 
The biggest myth about the PSAT is that it 
is radically different than the SAT. Parents 
and students often think that the PSAT 
needs to be prepared for separately from 
the SAT. In reality the “P” doesn’t make as 
big of a difference as most think.  Students 
should simply prepare for the PSAT by 
studying for the SAT. 
The PSAT is a similar, but easier exam than 
the SAT. The PSAT consists of only five 
sections (2 hours and 10 minutes total), 
rather than ten like the SAT (3 hours and 
45 minutes total). There is also no essay 
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Ms. Socas : Dean of Students 
It’s hard to believe, but we are in the last few weeks 
of school and getting ready for all the activities the 
end of year brings. I want to remind our students to 
stay focused and engage their own education with a 
passion.  This last quarter is just as important as the 
previous three and I encourage our students to con-
tinue to give it their all up until the very last day of 
school.  These last couple of weeks will require eve-
ryone to be on their very best behavior and follow-
ing our dress code policy at all times.   

Miss Curiel:  Assistant Principal 
Testing continues through the end of May.  Students taking AP courses will 

also be taking their AP exams this month.  Please make sure your children are 

in school on a daily basis and that they are arriving on time.  Also, try to limit 

the amount of times your child is checked out of school early.   

Subject Selection Forms will be going home soon.  Sit down with your child and 

look over the courses and electives being offered.  Fill it out together and re-

turn it to the school as soon as possible.  In order for your child to be placed in 

electives they prefer, those forms need to be turned in on time.  Otherwise, 

schedules will be created by administration or the counselors. 

The end of the school year comes with many activities and events.  Check our 

school page and the calendar found at the end of the newsletter for dates and 

times.   

The end of the school year is fast approaching.  Continue to monitor your 

child’s progress through the Dade Schools Parent Portal and communication 

with their teachers.  As always, if you have any concerns or questions, you can 

contact your child’s teachers.  Let’s make sure we finish strong.   
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Testing for all students in Miami-Dade schools is in full swing. For several weeks now 
students have been showing what they know on The Florida State Assessment (FSA). 
While general education (non-disabled) students have strict testing criteria, other stu-
dents with disabilities have multiple accommodations on state testing such as; extend- ed 
time, small group testing and paper-based testing instead of computer based testing. 
How can two students attending the same school and the same classes with the same 
teachers have such different experiences with the same state test? While the school, 
classes, and the teachers might be the same, the students, and their ability to express 
their knowledge are very different. Students with disabilities need additional time and 
other accommodations to ensure that their skills are being correctly measured on the 
FSA. Accommodations are put into place for students with disabilities by that students 
IEP team. The team can consist of teachers, administrators, other qualified district 
staff, parents, and even the students themselves. The team must agree that accommo-
dations for FSA are warranted, and will help the student show what they know on the 
state test. These accommodations must be approved by the district and state. Accom-
modations are put in place to allow the FSA to measure the student's skill and not the 
effects of their disability. This does not give students with a disability an unfair advantage over their non-disabled counter-
parts. It’s just the opposite. Accommodations level the playing field for students with disabilities, allowing their knowledge 
and skills to be appropriately measured on the FSA. The student with a sever disability might take longer to express his/her 
knowledge then a student without a disability. In other words they have learned the same things as their non-disabled peers, 
but it takes them longer to express that what they have learned. The FSA, state, and the district limit the accommodations 
students with disabilities can use to ensure that they do not have an unfair advantage. Students with disabilities need these 

Mr. Daniel:  ESE 

Mrs. Reese:  ESOL  
The ESOL department would like to once again to thank you so much for 
your support during the time of the ACCESS for ELLs 2.0 for ELL’s 
testing.  At this time our students are continuing to test for FSA in the 
different subject areas such as math, language arts, and science.  It is a 
good idea for our students to continue to build the vocabulary as well as 
surrounding themselves with the English written language especially 
with complex scientific words.  It is critical that you try to inform your-
selves as to when your children are testing, so that you can make sure 
that your children have a good night’s sleep and a proper breakfast.  I 
would highly recommend that your children review different websites 
to help them with scientific grammar, as well as other web sites that will 
help them in the testing categories that they are and will be doing. 
 Please review these great websites with 10 Awesome Activities to Im-
prove Intermediate ESL/ESOL Students’ Listening skills http://
www.fluentu.com/english/educator/blog/esl-listening-activities-
intermediate/  it is also great for parents. Also for scientific vocabulary 
help you can go to https://www.spellingcity.com/science-
vocabulary.html  
 

http://www.fluentu.com/english/educator/blog/esl-listening-activities-intermediate/
http://www.fluentu.com/english/educator/blog/esl-listening-activities-intermediate/
http://www.fluentu.com/english/educator/blog/esl-listening-activities-intermediate/
https://www.spellingcity.com/science-vocabulary.html
https://www.spellingcity.com/science-vocabulary.html
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Teachers of the Month 

Middle School 
Mr. Diego 

High School 
Mrs. Sawh 

6th grade–  Christopher Martinez 
7th grade– Bryan Moreno 
8th grade– Diana Segundo 

9th grade–  Jorge Covarrubias 
10th grade–  Vanessa Casan 
11th grade–  Katherine Sevilla 
12th grade–  Ryan Jennings 

Students of the Month 
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Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

1 2 3 4 5 

8 9 10 11 12 

15 16 17 18 19 

22 23 24 25 26 

29 30 31   Other Important Dates 
May 6th—PTSO Bazaar 
June 1st—Middle School Awards at 5:00 pm (cafeteria) 
June 1st—High School Awards at 6:00 pm (cafeteria) 
June 1st—Senior Awards at 7:30 pm (cafeteria) 
June 5th—8th Grade Graduation (Life Pointe Church) 
June 6th—Senior Graduation  (FIU) 

Dress Down 
 

High School Prom 
7:30 pm 

NGSSS EOC Testing 
Ends! 

 
Cheer Banquet 

Chipotle Family Night 
4:00 pm—8:00 pm 

8th Grade Prom 
7:00 pm 

Sports Awards 
5:00 pm 

Dance Showcase  
6:00 pm 

No Classes 
Memorial Day 

Dress Down  
 

FSA ELA, Math, & EOC 
Testing Ends! 


